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Is American Intelligence Declining? 


EDITORIAL NOT#: A recent survey made in £ngland 
by Sir Cyril Burt at the request of the Royal Com- 
mission on Population suggests that in 50 years the 
number of students of scholarship ability will be 
approximately halved and the number of feebleminded 


almost doubled. 


This conclusion was reached on the 


basis of psychological tests and size of family. 


In the United States a num- 
ber of measurements of intelli- 
gence seem to point to the same 


@> orclusion, namely, that differ- 

ences in the birth rates among 
large groups are causing a 
decline in the intelligence of the 


American people. Four of the 
most reliable of these measure- 
ments are: (1) Psychological 
tests, (2) educational attainment, 
(3) economic status, and (4) type 
of occupation. 

Regardless of which test we 
study, we may reach the general 
conclusion that the lowest third 
of our people in each one of 
these four categories has about 
twice as large families as the 
highest third. This conclusion 
is in agreement with the state- 
ment made by Dr. I. S. Falk of 
the Social Security Board on 
April 26, 1939 at the White 
House Conference on Children 

‘“Two-thirds 


in a Democracy: 
B:: the children of this Nation-- 


its future citizens--are growing 


up in the least-fortunate third 
of our families.’’ 

The excessive fertility of the 
least-equipped third might be 
expected to produce the same 
result whether the basic factor 
is heredity or environment, [If 
heredity is involved the general 
trend would be a declining innate 
intelligence. If environment is 
the major factor the children 
would be subjected to a poor 
environment and the I.Q. would 
tend to remain low. Either 
heredity or environment can 
lead to a lower LQ. with present 
differential birth rates. 

As far as we can discover 
there are no exact scientific 
means of measuring the inborn 
intelligence of human beings. 
If all individuals experienced 
equality of opportunity, intelli- 
gence might be measured with 
a high degree of accuracy by 
I.Q. tests and by accomplish- 
ment tests such as educational 
attainment, economic status, and 
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type of occupation. But it goes 
without saying that individuals 
do not have the same environ- 
ment and opportunity. 

What is the student of popu- 
lation to do when he comes to 
the problem of studying the 
trends in the intelligence of 
nations? Nations somehow or 
other rise and fall, and the 
intelligence of their peoples may 
have a great deal to do with 
progress or decay. Therefore, 
it would appear to serve some 
purpose for the student of popu- 
lation to attempt to discover the 
trends in the intelligence of 
nations by using the best meas- 


urements available. 
Fs 


Psychological Tests 


If I.Q. tests are reliable 
measures of intelligence, sample 
studies, such as the one pre- 
sented in Table I, suggest that 
the intelligence of the American 
people is decreasing quite as 
rapidly as that of the people of 
England, where it was implied by 
Sir Cyril Burt’s survey that the 
average intelligence is on the 
decrease at the rate of 5 LQ. 
points in 50 to 60 years. 

Table I suggests a similar 
decline in the I.Q. of the Ameri- 
can people, but there appears to 
be a deceptive factor in this 
table. This table suggests that 
idiots and imbeciles who have 
I.Q. scores under 60 have the 
largest families, or 5.7 children 
per family. Yet it is well known 
that as a group persons with 
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such low LQ. scores have a low 
marriage rate. 

The figures for size of family 
in Table I do not measure the 
number of children born to idiot 
and imbecile parents, but rather 
the number of children in fami- 
lies where low grade I.Q. chil- 
dren happen to be born, regard- 
less of what kind of parents 
they have, 

Idiots and imbeciles may be 
found in families whose parents 
have normal or superior intelli- 
gence, but the indications are 
that these children are much 
more likely to be born to parents 
of subnormal intelligence. 

The evidence that persons 
with I.Q.’s_ below 60, or even 
below 70, do not have, or are 
prevented from having, exces @®> 
sively large families is not reas-™ 
suring, because borderline fee- 
bleminded and dull and backward 
parents do have much larger 
families than parents with I.Q. 
ratings that are considered “nor- 
mal” or “superior.” 

As a voting participant in 
helping to solve the many intri- 
cate problems of our complex 
civilization, a dull and backward 
individual is almost as helpless 
as an idiot. In fact he may be 
more dangerous to democratic 
institutions because he is easily 
commanded by demagogues 
and dictators. 

If Table I is a representative 
sample of the people of this 
country, practically one-third of 
us are no better intellectually 
than dull or backward. Fortu- 


nately, this table suggests ina f 


40% of our people have normal 
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intelligence and 27% have supe- 
rior intelligence. But if the 
large families in the low ranges 
of intelligence are causing our 
average intelligence to decline 
at the rate of 2 or 3 I.Q. points 
a generation, it would not take 
more than a few decades before 
the majority of the American 
people would have no higher 
I.Q’s than the dull and backward. 

We have suggested earlier 
that the lowest I.Q. third of our 
population is having about twice 
as many children as the highest 
third. This is not evident in 
Table I, largely because this 
table represents only families 
with children and does not make 
allowance for the lower marriage 
rates and greater childlessness 


Qe the higher I.Q. groups. 


These facts are strongly sug- 
gested by the Census Bureau’s 
records concerning percent 
childless and percent married 
among education groups. For 
example, among native white 
women aged 45-49 in 1940, of 
those who had completed only 1 
to 4 years of grade school edu- 
cation 4% were unmarried and 
14% were childless which is in 
strong contrast with 30% unmar- 
ried and 49% childless among 
college graduates. 


Education and Birth Rate 


When we examine the number 
of children born to native white 
women aged 45-49 in 1940 in 
different education groups (see 
Table II), it is easily seen that 
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the 28% of the women who 
completed 7 years or less of 
grade school had more thah 
twice as many children as the 
27% who graduated from high 
school or college. 

Of course, educational attain- 
ment is not a perfect measure 
of intelligence because many 
who have completed 7 years of 
grade school or less may not 
be able to continue school for 
economic reasons, Likewise, 
many intelligent hizh school 
graduates may not be able to go 
to college for economic reasons, 
but Table II allows for this fac- 
tor by including high school 
graduates with college graduates 
in the 27% with the highest 
education, 

In the United States free 
education is provided through 
high school for the vast major- 
ity, and while there may be 
many exceptions, when large 
groups are considered there is 
a strong suggestion that insuffi- 
cient intelligence plays an 
important part in the reason 
why many children do not grad- 
uate from high school. 

Today more and more young 
people are graduating from high 
school and college, This is 
encouraging if it is not accom- 
panied by lowering of the 
requirements for high school and 
college graduation. There are 
many students of American edu- 
cation who believe some deteri- 
oration of standards has already 
occurred in both high school 
and college. It will be inter- 
esting to study this question in 
the coming 15 or 20 years. 
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Size of Families of 


College Graduates 


The war years have shown 
a shift of emphasis from sheer 
manpower to intelligent, trained 
leaders, able to keep our country 
foremost in science and invention 
and to control the gigantic prob- 
lems of organization and pro- 
duction. For this reason, the 
Population Reference Bureau 
considers it of practical value to 
conduct an annual survey of the 
birth rates of college graduates, 

The 1940 census records 
show a pitifuliy low birth rate 
among women college graduates 
aged 45-49 who had reached the 
end of their childbearing period. 
For instance, women college 
graduates produced an average 
of 1 1/4 children compared with 
an average of 4 1/3 children by 
women of the same age who had 
completed only 1 to 4 years of 
grade school. 

Somewhat similar census 
records for men college gradu- 
ates also show a very low birth 
rate. For instance, when college 
men married college women, 
these couples produced less than 
half as many children as couples 
who had only 5 years or less 
of schooling. 

In 1946, the Population Refer- 
ence Bureau completed its first 
annual survey of the birth rates 
of graduates of 73 men’s and 
women’s colleges. As might be 
expected in this first survey, 
graduates in quite a number of 
colleges did not report on num- 
ber of children, and therefore 
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our records are not complete 
for a considerable number of 
the colleges. However, our 
more recent study suggests that 
college men and women are 
having slightly higher birth rates 
than recorded by the 1940 census. 
For instance, graduates of 
Wellesley College of the Class of 
1921, of whom 100% reported, 
averaged 1,5 children per grad- 
uate. The same class for Vas- 
sar College with 88% reporting 
averaged 17 children per report- 
ing graduate, and Smith College 
with 79% reporting averaged 1.5 
children per reporting graduate. 

Among men’s colleges, 
Princeton’s Class of 1921, with 
100% of the class reporting, 
averaged 1.7 children per grad- 
uate. Harvard’s Class of 1921 
with 97% reporting averaged 1.6 
children per reporting graduate, 
and so did Dartmouth with 93% 
of the class reporting. 

Other prominent men’s and 
women’s college classes of 1921 
with 75% and above reporting 
indicated a birth rate above the 
11/4 children per graduate shown 
in the 1940 census records. 
However, even these slightly 
more optimistic figures of 1.5 
to 1.7 for birth rates of college 
graduates are still less than 
half as high as that of 3.7 chil- 
dren per woman with 7 years or 
less of grade school education 
as shown by the 1940 census 
records, 

The Population Reference 
Bureau intends to conduct a 
similar survey each year to 


ascertain, if possible, the trendW® 


in the birth rate of college grad- 


J 


bl 
om, 


, 
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uates, and welcomes the coop- 
eration of all colleges in the 
country. 


Birth Rate and 


Economic Status 


Table III gives number of chil- 
dren ever born per native white 
woman aged 45-49 in various 
economic groups. Again we find 
the familiar pattern of the lowest 
29% having more than twice as 
many childrenas the highest 27%. 

There is no conclusive evi- 
dence that families the monthly 
rental value of whose homes is 
under $ are less intelligent than 
families the monthly rental value 
of whose homes is $40 or more, 
but the chances are the environ- 
ment is poorer in the former. 

There are many individuals 
in the lowest economic third of 
the population who are more 
intelligent than many individuals 
in the highest economic third. 
But taken as a whole the latter 
third seems to have proved its 
greater intelligence as far as 
getting ahead in traditional 
American institutions, 

Furthermore, regardless of 
the question of intelligence, when 
the one-third of the nation’s popu- 
lation most poorly-equipped is 
having twice as high birth rates 
as its economically best-equipped 
third, it is almost certain to cre- 
ate grave economic problems. 
Disregarding the issue of the 
relative roles of heredity and 
environment, this trend during 
the past 50 years already may 
have created such problems. 
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Birth Rate and 


Occupation 


If one studies tables of 
statistics concerning type of 
occupation and size of family 
he will repeatedly find that the 
more skill and intelligence 
required of the worker, the 
fewer children he has, and 
vice versa. This holds true 
regarding major occupation 
groups, It also holds true for 
the minor _ occupations within 
each of these major occupation 
groups, 


Table IV gives the number 
of children under 5 years of 
age per 1,000 native white 
married women aged 15 to 49 
in 1940 for major occupation 
group of husbands, While this 
table indicates that the families 
of unskilled workers are about 
twice as large as families of 
highly skilled and professional 
workers, the table is not suf- 
ficiently broken down into minor 
occupation groups to tell the 
whole story. 


A detailed table issued in 
1932 by the Bureau of the 
Census concerning occupation 
and size of family in 1929 
appears to be the latest detailed 
study available. This study 
gives number of living children 
born to married women aged 
35 to 39 to whom a child was 
born in 1929, by occupation of 
father. These data show great 
differences in size of families 
not only among major occu- 
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TABLE I. Size of family in relation to intelligence scores. School 
and clinic data collected by Lentz in Bridgeport, New York City, 
englewood, St. Louis and vicinities, 4,330 cases, (See: Lorimer and 
Osborn, Dynamics of Population, p. 196) 





1.Q. Meaning of Scores Cases Children 
Ratings Number Percent in Family 
Under 60 Idiots and imbeciles 48 1% ) 5.7 ) 
60-69 Feebleminded 186 4% ) 33° 5.4 yey 
70-79 Borderline feebleminded 431 10% ) - §25™ 
80-89 Dull and backward 782 18% ) 4.8 ) 
90-99 Normal 910 21%), 4.2) 
100-109 Normal 837 19% ) 40% 3/5 ) 3.9 
110-119 Superior 537 13% ) 3.5 ) 
120-129 Superior 313 71% ) 3.1 ) 
130-139 Very superior - 152 4% ) 27% 3.0) 3.2 
140-149 Very superior 80 2% ) 2.5 ) 

150 & up Suggesting genius 54 1% ) 2.2 ) @ 


TASLE II. Children ever born per native white woman in relation 
to education of women aged 45-49 in 1940. (Source: Women by 
Number of Children Ever Born, pp. 155-156, Sixteenth Census of the 
U.S.; 1940. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, i945) 








Years of School Women Children 

Completed Number Percent per woman 
No years 31,720 1% ) 3.95 ) 
1 - 4 yrs. grade school 148,440 5% ) soc 4.33 ) 
5 - 6 yrs. grade school 270,950 10% ) 28% 3,74 ) 3.69 
‘yrs. grade school 300,000 12% ) 3.31 ) 
8 yrs. grade school 738,220 28% ) 459) 2.85 ) 2 36 
1 - 3 yrs. high school 455,440 11%) ~"” a+r" 
4 yrs. high school 417,260 16%. ) 1.75 





1 - 3 yrs. college 184,000 1% ) 27% 1.71 
4 or more yrs. college 11°,540 4% ) 1.23 


—S 
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TABLE III, Children ever born per native white woman aged 45-49 
years in 1940, in relation to rental value of home. (Source: Women 
by Number of Children Ever Born, pp. 386-400, Sixteenth Census of 
the U.S.; 1940, Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1945) 





Monthly rental Women Children 
value of home Number Percent per woman 
Under $5 177,140 71% ) 4.50 ) 

$5 to $9 272,560 11% ) 29% 3.93 ) 3.83 
$10 to $14 277 ,820 11% ) 3.31 ) 

$15 to $19 249,080 10% ) 2.93 ) 
$20 to $29 468,260 19% ) 44% 2.52 ) 2.49 
$30 to $39 369 ,000 15% ) 2.15 ) 
$40 to $49 235 ,480 9% ) 1.90 ) 

$50 to $74 286 ,580 11% ) 279; 1.75 ) 1.81 
$75 to $99 84 ,880 3% ) ° Mas 
$100 or more 91,920 4% ) 1,85 ) 


TABLE IV. Children under 5 years of age per 1,000 native white 
women aged 15-49 years, married once and husband present, in rela- 
tion to major occupation group of husband, 1940. (Source: Women by 
Number of Children Under 5 Years Old, Table 41, p. 81, Sixteenth Cen- 
sus of the U.S., 1940. Population Differential Fertility 1940 and 1910) 





Major Occupation Group Wives Children 
of Husband Number Percent under 5 per 
1,000 wives 
Farm laborers and foremen 455,340 3% ) 722 ) 
Laborers, except farm and mine 1,402,000 10% )27% 686 )634 
Farmers and farm managers 1,989,600 14% ) 577 ) 


Operatives & kindred workers 2,805,760 20% ) g70% 537 ) 495 
Craftsmen, foremen, kindredwkrs. 2,406,880 17% )“~'” 421 ) 


Professional & semi-prof. wkrs. 882,220 7% ) 388 ) 
Service workers 566,380 4% ) sey 384 ) a58 
Clerical, sales & kindred workers 1,921,960 14% ) 367 ) 
Proprietors, managers, officials 1,568,480 11% ) 321 ) 


(except farm) 
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pation groups, but also among 
minor groups. For instance, 
wives aged 35 to 39 whose 
husbands were in the mining 
industry averaged 6,2 living 
children, while wives of the 
Same age whose _ husbands 
were in professional service 
averaged 3.4 living children. 
To take the extremes in these 
two occupation groups, wives of 
coal miners averaged 6.4 chil- 
dren, while wives of architects 
averaged 2.7 children. 

Wives whose husbands were 
engaged in agriculture had 
almost as many children as 
wives whose husbands were 
engaged in the mining industry, 
but within the agricultural group 
we may find large differences 
in size of families. For instance, 
wives of farm laborers averaged 
6.2 children, compared with 4.7 
children for wives of gardeners, 
florists, fruit growers, and 
nursery men, 

Within the mining industry, 
wives of coal miners average 
6.4 children, compared with only 
4.4 children for wives of opera- 
tors, officials, and managers. 

In the building industry, 
wives of laborers averaged 
5.6 children, compared with 
3.4 children for managers, 
superintendents, and officials. 
Somewhat similar differences 
in size of families may be 
found in trade and even in 
professional service. The 
general rule seems always to 
hold true, that the greater the 
skill and intelligence required 
the lower the birth rate, and 
vice versa. 
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Historical Trend 


When the United States as a 
free and independent nation was 
established about 160 years ago, 
there were less than 4 million 
Americans living on the edge of 
a vast and rich continent. Most 
of these Americans had survived 
the rigors of crossing the sea 
in sailing vessels or the trials 
of a hard pioneer life. They 
did not possess the elaborate 
medical services which we now 
enjoy, and largely as a conse- 
quence only those with natural 
strength of body and mind had 
much chance of living long 
enough to multiply. 

As things are now, Dr. H. J. 
Muller, 1946 Nobel Prize winner, 
recently pointed out before the 
New York Academy of Medicine, 
many men and women who inherit 
bad genes from their parents are 
helped by modern medicine to 
live to pass on their inherited 
defects to their sons and 
daughters. 

In other words, the historical 
process of the struggle for exist- 
ence and the survival of the fit- 
test which is thought by biolo- 
gists to have been responsible 
for the evolution of the human 
race, appears to have been nul- 
lified in large part. [If this is 
true, it seems reasonable to 
believe that unless society can 
replace natural selection with an 
equally effective humane selec- 
tion of the fittest, the American 
people are almost certain to 
deteriorate both physically and 
mentally. ; 
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To help solve this genetic 
deterioration, Dr. Muller recom- 


mends ‘‘conscious guidance of 
reproduction,’’ and the eminent 
British biologist Dr. J. B.D. 
Haldane on the occasion of the 
Bicentennial Celebration of 
Princeton University, said: ‘‘If 
we are ever to control our evo- 
lution we shall certainly have to 
overhaul our whole mating sys- 
tem. * * * We shall only do 
what is right if people realize 
that we have a duty to beget and 
bear the best-endowed children 
possible.’’ 


Unfavorable Selective 
Service Records 


Other findings which suggest 
a weakening of the American 
population in both physique and 
mentality may be found in the 
Selective Service reports con- 
cerning men drafted for military 
service during World War IL. 

In his Message to Congress 
November 19, 1946, President 
Truman said that the people of 
the United States received a 
shock when the medical exami- 
nations conducted by the Selec- 
tive Service System revealed 
‘‘the wide-spread physical and 
mental incapacity among the 
young people of the nation.’’ 

As of April 1, 1945, said the 
President, nearly 5,000,000 male 
registrants between the ages of 
18 and 37 had been examined 
and classified as unfit for mili- 
tary service. In addition, con- 
tinued the President, about a 
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million and a half men had to 
be discharged from the Army 
and the Navy for physical or 
mental disability, exclusive of 
wounds and an equal number 
had to be treated in the armed 
forces for diseases or defects 
which existed before induction. 

Heading the list of causes of 
rejection for military service 
was mental disease, and mental 
deficiency usually ranked second 
as a disqualifying cause, 

According to _ President 
Truman in the Message to 
Congress quoted above: “Mental 
cases occupy more than one-half 
of the hospital beds, at a cost 
of 500 million dollars per 
year--practically all of it com- 
ing out of taxpayers’ money.” 
And to this may be added 
the effects of widespread 
mental deficiency of persons 
who are not confined to hospitals 
but who are ineffectual workers 
and prolific breeders, 

The cost of mental defi- 
ciency to the life of the nation 
cannot be calculated in money. 
The cost also must be calculated 
in terms of its possible effect 
upon the birth rates of the nor- 
mal and superior groups in our 
population, 


The Least Equipped Carry 
the Heaviest Burden 


Many students of population 
believe that modern man’s inter- 
ference with nature’s process 
of evolution not only has greatly 
increased the ‘‘unfit,’’ but also 
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has hindered the increase of 
the fit.’’ According to the 
Malthusian principle of popula- 
tion, if fewer people with poor 
heredity were born, people with 
good heredity would respond 
with an increased birth rate. 
Recent studies of the differ- 
ential birth rate made by 
experts of the Milbank Memo- 
rial Fund and the Scripps 
Foundation for Research in 
Population Problems indicate 
that the chief reason why the 
lower economic and social 
groups have the highest birth 
rates is because they do not 
possess as reliable means of 
controlling their fertilityas their 
more well-to-do neighbors. 
Whatever may be the cause 
of the differential birth rate 
or what it may be doing to the 
life of the nation, one fact 
seems to be clear: the lower 
income and education groups 
carry a great deal more than 
their share of the expense and 
physical burdens of reproducing 
the race. They are the people 
who are asked to stretch their 
already meager resources to 
rear and educate far more than 
their quota of the citizens of 
tomorrow. For this reason the 
lower income groups have the 
most to gain from an equali- 
zation of the size of families 
among all economic groups. 
Unless the average working 
man and woman see the need for 
a modification in the differential 
birth rate, the findings of scien- 
tists and the best intentions of 
statesmen are likely to prove of 
little practical significance. 
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This fact seems to have 
been clearly demonstrated in 
the development of our present 
national immigration policy. 
Scientists and statesmen had 
been advocating immigration 
restriction for many years, 
but it was not until the organ- 
ized working men and women 
of this country asserted them- 
selves that a practical policy 
of immigration restriction was 
definitely established. 

Uncontrolled population 
growth, whether it comes from 
immigration or from the birth 
rate of the native born, has 
the gravest effects upon the 
lower income groups. If they 
ignore this basic problem, it 
can force them into still fur- 
ther deprivation, and in time 
can cause the collapse of demo- 
cratic institutions. The equal- 
ization of size of family among 
the various economic groups 
is as essential to the welfare 
of the nation as is a favor- 
able relationship between the 
total population and natural 
resources. Both of these 
problems are discussed in 
detail in the book described 
on the following page. 

Guy Irving Burch, 
Editor 
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Success of Population Book Brings New Edition 


This Bulletin is pleased to announce that the book ‘‘Population 
Roads to Peace or War,’’ by Guy Irving Burch and Elmer Pendell, 
is again ready for distribution. 

The revised and up-to-date edition is published by Penguin 
Books, Inc., 245 Fifth Avenue, New York 16, New York, under the 
new title ‘‘Human Breeding and Survival.’’ 

The cost is 25¢ per copy. In lots of 1 to 999 copies the cost 
is 20g a copy; for 1,000 or more the cost is 19¢ a copy, f.o.b., 
Chicago, Illinois. Thus there is a very large saving in the revised 
and up-to-date edition. 

The authors’ thesis is that uncontrolled human reproduction 
not only favors the survival and multiplication of the least gifted 
members of society but it menaces, and in the long run will destroy 
human liberties and any chance for a world at peace. In their 
book, they describe the relation between population conditions and 
poverty, tyranny and war. They discuss birth control and marriage 
standards as a means of population limitation and discuss popu- 
lation limitation in relation not only to the prevention of war, but 
also to effectiveness in war. Finally, they present a practical 
and comprehensive population program based on their analyses. 

Frank H. Hankins, Smith College, says: ‘‘The reception of this 
book will be a test of how clearly the basic realities of peace and 
prosperity are envisaged by our intellectual leaders.’’ 

Attorney General Tom C,. Clark says: ‘‘It is gratifying to know 
that the publishers are promoting reading material such as this, 
for there is certainly the need.’’ 


Publisher’s errata slip to appear in the book: 

‘*An over-zealous proof-reader has increased the population of 
the earth by many millions! Throughout this book the figures given 
for the earth’s population in 1940 and in 1947 are incorrect. For 
1940, the figure should be 2,200,000,000 and for 1947, the figure 
should be 2,250,000,000.’’ 


This error was made after the authors had seen the final proof 
and they are in no way responsible for the error. 

According to State Department estimates, it would take only 
about 10 years to increase the world population to the figure erro- 
neously given by the over-zealous proof-reader——an increase of 
a quarter billion people. 

oe. 3. Bi 
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